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July 2023 – present 
Postdoctoral Associate  
Rutgers Cancer Institute of New Jersey 
Section of Pediatric Population Science, Outcomes, and Disparities Research 
Division of Pediatric Hematology/Oncology 
Mentor: Dr. Katie Devine 

  

E D U C A T I O N   
 

  

 

August 2019 – May 2023 
Ph.D. in Media and Communication  
University of North Carolina Chapel Hill 
Hussman School of Journalism and Media 
Dissertation: Testing the role of narratives in improving social support and meaning making for young adult 
cancer survivors 
Chair: Dr. Allison Lazard 

  

 

August 2017 – May 2019 
MA in Mass Communication 
University of North Carolina Chapel Hill 
School of Media and Journalism 
Dissertation: How narrative engagement with young adult literature influences perceptions of anorexia nervosa 
Chair: Dr. Allison Lazard 

  

 

August 2008 – May 2012 
BA with Highest Distinction  
Indiana University Bloomington 
School of Journalism 
Minor: West European Studies 
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August 2020 – August 2021 
Graduate Research Assistant 
American Cancer Society  
Engaging Adolescents and Young Adults with Cancer via a Social Support App 
133694-PEP-19-154-01-PCSM 
$144,000 | PI: Dr. Allison Lazard 

  

 

August 2019 – August 2020 
Graduate Research Assistant 
University of North Carolina Lineberger Comprehensive Cancer Center  
Text Messaging to Enhance the Use of Patient-Target Decision Support Among Diverse Populations.  
$199,987 | PI: Dr. Jennifer Elston Lafata 

  

 

August 2019 – August 2020 
Graduate Research Assistant 
Wake Forest Tobacco Control Center for Excellence 
Understanding Industry-Sponsored Cigarillo Digital Marketing Visual Strategies and Tactics.  
$55,229 | PI: Dr. Jennifer Cornacchione Ross 
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May 2022 
Minnie A. & Eli S. Rubinstein Research Award  
Hussman School of Journalism and Media 
University of North Carolina Chapel Hill 

  

 

May 2022 
Margaret Blanchard Dissertation Support Award 
Hussman School of Journalism and Media 
University of North Carolina Chapel Hill 

  
 July 2021 



COLLINS 5 
 

Selected Participant   
How Stories Affect our Lives: The Psychology of Narrative Impact (SALON) Summer School 
University of Würzbürg 
Würzbürg, Bavaria, Germany 
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Summer 2022 
Media Ethics 
Undergraduate ethics course required for majors and minors 
Online only | Enrollment: 17 

  

 

Spring 2022 
Advertising & Public Relations Research Methods 
Undergraduate research methods required for Ad/PR majors/minors  
In Person | Enrollment: 30 

  

 

Fall 2021 
Advertising & Public Relations Research Methods 
Undergraduate research methods required for Ad/PR majors/minors  
In Person | Enrollment: 28 
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Reader  
Molly Brice 
Hussman School of Journalism and Media 
Thesis: Bridging gaps in adolescent understanding of sexual assault and sexual violence through young adult 
literature 
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Hussman School of Journalism and Media Graduate Student Association 

  

 
August 2021 – May 2022 
Committee Member 
Hussman School of Journalism and Media PhD Visit Planning Committee  
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Student Liaison  
Hussman School of Journalism and Media PhD Advisory Committee  
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President  
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Committee Member 
Hussman School of Journalism and Media MA Visit Planning Committee 
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PLOS ONE  
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National Communication Association  
Mass Communication Division & Student Section 

  

 
2021 
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Patient Education and Counseling 

  

 

2021 
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International Communication Association  
Mobile Communication Interest Group 
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International Communication Association  
Children, Adolescents, and the Media Division 
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Participant  
Cognitive Interviewing Short Course 
The Odum Institute for Research in Social Science  
Chapel Hill, NC, United States 
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June 2015 – June 2017 
Community Development Specialist 
Microsoft 
Columbus, Ohio 
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Account Manager 
NetJets 
Columbus, Ohio 

  

 

June 2012 – September 2013 
Development Associate  
Make-A-Wish Ohio, Kentucky, & Indiana  
Cincinnati, Ohio 

  
S E R V I C E  T O  T H E  

C O M M U N I T Y  
 
 

  

 

July 2018 - present 
Teaching Volunteer  
Arts for Life North Carolina 
Durham, NC 

  

S K I L L S   
 

  

   
Quantitative Data Analysis Survey & Questionnaire Design Qualitative Data Analysis 

SPSS & Stata Qualtrics & Microsoft Forms Atlas.ti 
  
  

   
Interviewing Communicating Scientific 

Concepts & Results 
Languages 

Semi-structured, in-depth Spanish, German 
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Copy Editing Attention to Detail & Time 

Management 
Critical Thinking & Problem 

Solving 
  
  

   
Event Planning & Management Presentation Skills Customer Contact & Service 
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